. In the microbiology laboratory of our institute, which were present investigation, the antimicrobial activity of ethyl originally obtained from Department of Microbiology, acetate and n-butanol fractions of the ethanolic extract of Orissa University of Agricultural University, B. monnieri aerial parts were studied in a scientific Bhubaneswar.
Antibacterial and antifungal activities were studied by agar The plant material was identified by the taxonomists of disc diffusion method 16 and determination of minimum the Botanical Survey of India, Shibpur, Howrah. After inhibitory concentration (MIC) by broth dilution method 17 authentication, fresh aerial parts were collected in bulk The zone of inhibition of the fractions was performed at from young matured plants from the rural belts of Salipur concentrations of 2, 5 and 10 mg/ml of the fractions in during early summer, washed, shade dried and then dimethyl sulphoxide (DMSO). Ciprofloxacin (5 µg/ml) and milled into coarse powder by a mechanical grinder.
clotrimazole (25 µg/ml) were used as reference controls for the antibacterial and antifungal studies, respectively. The powdered plant material (500 g) was defatted with Solvent control (only DMSO) was also maintained petroleum ether (60-80°) and then extracted with 1.5 l of throughout the experiment. MIC was performed at ethanol (95%) in a Soxhlet apparatus. The solvent was concentrations of the fractions ranging from 25 to 800 µg/ then removed under reduced pressure, to yield a ml in DMSO against all the test microorganisms. greenish-black sticky residue (yield: 11.6% w/w with respect to dried plant material). A part of the ethanol The ethyl acetate fraction was found to be more potent extract was kept as such and the remaining part was than the n-butanol fraction. Zone of inhibition study Edn., Churchill Livingstone, London, 1999, 497. Authors are thankful to the authority of Botanical Survey 
